THE MAKING OF THE POPULAR PROMT
proposal addressed directly to the despised Socialist leaders. It did not,
in fact, lead to any cessation of the attacks on them, and there was
little change in tone when the Communist Party held its congress later
in June. But the new approach did imply a recognition of the Socialist
leaders* right to represent the Socialist movement, and marked the
beginning of a new and increasing desire to reach an apparent com-
promise with them.
The Executive Committee (Commission Administrative Permanent) of
the Socialist Party met on 6 June to consider their reply to the
Communists. This inaugurated a long series of exchanges, each pub-
lished in the respective party newspapers, which were to conform to
the same pattern. The Socialists declared that they were always ready
for common action for specific ends and for the organisation of joint
meetings, but, and here was the real difficulty, they wanted "to receive
immediate assurances from the Communist party that until the pro-
posed manifestations were over, there should be an end to polemics
directed at our respective organisations and rnilitant members".15 At
the same time, Blum and Zyromski were appointed to meet delegates
of the Communist Party. The first contact was established. Throughout
the negotiations of the following weeks, the Communists were adopt-
ing the attitude that it was they who were anxious for the immediate
formation of a common front for practical action while it was the
Socialists who were holding back. In fact, of course, the Socialists were,
with some justification, very suspicious of this sudden desire for agree-
ment. But they were in a difficult position. The rank and file of the
party, especially in Paris, were impatient of delays in achieving a united
front, and were anxious for some spectacular counterweight to the
Doumergue-Tardieu government. At the same time, the Communists
were giving the utmost publicity to their own willingness to reach
agreement. On 15 June, for instance, Thorez made a striking appeal in
the Chamber of Deputies during a debate on defence:
"I turn therefore to the Socialist party and say to them frankly
and openly: You want to fight with the Communist party against
the threat of war. We want to fight with you ... if you have
decided to fight against the bourgeoisie.... Your representatives
have only asked us one question. They have asked us, 'Are you
ready to give up all polemics of a libellous and insulting kind?*...
We answered, It depends only on your willingness to broaden the
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